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Delegated Decisions Made by Officers

Regulation 7 of the Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations 2014 requires 
a written record to be produced as soon as reasonably practicable after an Officer has 
made a decision under delegation.

This means that in order to comply with these new requirements, Officers discharging 
delegated powers which a) grant a permission or licence; b) affect the rights of an 
individual or c) award a contract or incur expenditure which in either case materially 
affects the Council’s financial position, must complete the form below – and send it 
to democraticservices@southbucks.gov.uk – for publication on the Council website in 
accordance with the Regulations. 

1. Name and role of officer: Jim Burness, Director of Resources

2. Date of decision: 21 December 2017

3. Summary of the decision: 

That leave of the High Court is sought to pursue an appeal under section 
288(1) of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 against the decision of the 
Secretary of State’s Inspector on appeal reference APP/N0410/D/17/3175317 
(application 17/00064/FUL) regarding land at 14 Wooburn Green Lane, 
Holtspur, Beaconsfield , Buckinghamshire, HP9 1XE and thereafter to pursue 
such an appeal.

4. Reasons for the decision: 

Having carefully considered Counsel’s advice upon the contents of a decision 
letter issued by the Planning Inspectorate on 17th November 2017 allowing 
appeal reference APP/N0410/D/17/3175317, concerning planning 
application 17/00064/FUL for “a porch with double storey side and part 
double storey, part single storey, rear extension” to the dwelling at 14 
Wooburn Green Lane, Holtspur, Beaconsfield, it is considered that the 
Inspector failed to correctly identify the benefits (if any) of a unilateral 
undertaking, submitted by the appellant, which he decided to treat as a 
material consideration which weighed in favour of allowing the appeal.  The 
Council was not given a copy of that undertaking, nor the opportunity to 
make representations upon the same, prior to the determination of the 
appeal and, in view of its materiality to the final decision, Counsel has 
advised that this was procedurally unfair.  Having consulted the Planning 
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Consultative Body on 12 December 2017, and in the absence of the Head of 
Legal and Democratic Services, I am satisfied that it is appropriate to apply to 
the High Court for permission to bring a challenge under section 288(1) of 
the 1990 Act and, if granted, to pursue this appeal to limit the scope of the 
planning harm which would be caused to the Green Belt by the appeal 
development.

5. When making the decision did the officer take into account information from 
another report
NO

6. Details of any alternative options considered and rejected by the officer          
when making the decision: 

The other option considered and rejected was not to challenge the Inspector’s 
appeal decision.

7. (a) Details of any conflict of interests declared by any Member who 
was consulted regarding the decision:

Were any interests declared by the Member(s)? NO

If yes, Click here to select Portfolio/Member

Type of interest (1): Click here to select interest
Nature of interest (1):      

Type of interest (2): Click here to select interest
Nature of interest (2):      

(b) Note of dispensation: A note of dispensation may be granted by the 
Head of Paid Service in relation to Members' conflicts of interest. Please 
provide details below.

     

8. Does this notice contain any exempt information? NoX  

1. Identifies individuals (names, addresses, contact information etc.)
2. Likely to reveal the identity of an individual
3. Financial or business affairs of any person or organisation
4. Consultations or negotiations in connection with any labour relations
5. Legal professional privilege that could be used in legal proceedings
6. Any enactment (prosecution) to a person or organisation 
7. Any action taken to do with prevention/investigation/prosecution of crime


